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WOMEN, LITERATURE, AND LANGUAGE, POST-1800: CROSSING BORDERS, WRITING LIVES 
ENG 39038 sect. 001, CRN 96456 
Dr. Jeannie Ludlow 
Fall, 2020 
3-4:15 p.m. MW 
in Coleman 3150 
Office: 3139 Coleman Hall 
E-mail: for class-related communication, email me via D2L, please 
Mailbox: 3351 Coleman Hall 
Office Hours: MT 10-11, W 1:30-2:30, R 9-10, and by appointment. WHENEVER POSSIBLE, 
OFFICE HOURS WILL BE HELD ON D2L, USING COLLABORATE ULTRA. If you prefer, I can also 
arrange to meet with you on Zoom, Skype, FaceTime, or via telephone call. 
The best way to reach me is D2L email (expect about 24 hours answer-time). If you need to 
reach me immediately during the work-day, please call the English Dept. main office (581-
2428) and leave a message for me. 
Course Description for ENG 39038 from Undergraduate Catalog: "May focus on roles of 
women in literature, on literature by women, or on women's relation to language, post-
1800." In this section of ENG 3903, we will pay particular attention to the ways contemporary 
women, femme, and nonbinary authors of color and immigrant authors have addressed 
questions of borders and boundaries in their work. 
Four notes about the class: 
1) Because of the COVID-19/novel coronavirus global health pandemic, this course will be 
taught using a hybrid method that combines face-to-face learning with online learning. For 
more about online learning and technical support, keep reading. 
2) This course counts as an elective for both the Latin American Studies minor and the 
Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies minor. LAS minors will need to let your LAS advisor 
know you are taking the class for this purpose, so the course will show up in your OARS report 
for the minor. WGSS minors do not need to do this. 
3) Some of the works we are reading are bilingual or engage in linguistic code-switching 
(switching between English and Spanish and/or mixing English and Spanish words in the same 
sentence). In fact, the borders created by the ways we use our languages are an important 
discussion topic in this class. It is not necessary to know Spanish to read these works (full 
disclosure: I do not read Spanish), although those of us who do read Spanish will have 
increased insight to share with those of us who do not. We will discuss why Chicana and 
immigrant writers include languages other than English in their works and how those of us 
who do not read Spanish are invited to engage with the language play in these texts. Please 
do not worry-I will not test you on translating Spanish to English! I will try to help you learn 
how to enjoy and understand the texts even if you do not read Spanish. 
4) Several of the works we are reading this semester include very frank representations of a 
variety of life experiences, from the joyful (e.g., sexual experiences, pregnancy and childbirth, 
personal success) to the traumatic (e.g., gendered violence, discrimination, illness). I do not 
issue trigger warnings; please be aware that you will be reading these frank representations 
and do what you need to do to take good care of yourself both inside and outside of the 
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classroom. If you need to talk, to debrief, to decompress about what we've read or discussed, 
I am 100% available to you for this. I care about your success and your ability to experience 
fully these amazing works of literature. 
Course Format: This course is designated as Hybrid Delivery. The realities of COVID-19 mean 
that our course format is likely to change more than once throughout the semester. As things 
change, I will communicate with you as clearly as I can and give you as much fore-warning 
and as much assistance as possible. I have done my best to design the course so that all of the 
work can be completed electronically or remotely, so no one has to get behind if you are 
quarantined or isolated while asymptomatic. I intend to be here every Monday and 
Wednesday for scheduled course meetings (unless, of course, I am quarantined or isolated, in 
which case, we will meet online for two weeks}. I fully expect you to be here on your assigned 
day, too, unless you are sick, quarantined, or isolated. I will not, however, be taking 
attendance for credit, so absences will not negatively affect your grade. 
Course Expectations: It is my educational philosophy that each of us is responsible for our own 
education; the role of the professor is to guide and facilitate learning, not to tell students what 
(or how} to think. Therefore, it is expected that students will complete all assignments and 
engage fully in discussions, activities, etc., that revolve around the assigned materials. All 
opinions and ideas are encouraged in this class; it is never expected that students will agree 
with everything they read, see, or hear. Students will not be evaluated on their opinions but on 
their ability to analyze and evaluate texts and concepts and express their own opinions clearly 
and thoughtfully. Critical thinking and articulation of disagreements are encouraged. Please 
note that you will also not be evaluated on how comfortable you are with online learning. We 
will, however, work together to help you become more comfortable as the semester 
progresses. 
Student learning Objectives-with successful completion of this course, students will: 
a. further develop their skills in reading thoughtfully and critically in multiple literary genres, 
including critical analyses of literature; 
b. use their writing and speaking skills to demonstrate understanding of the ways culture, 
society, and artistic ideas shape literary works; 
c. express in written and oral forms how different literary works portray complex cultural 
concerns, such as race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexuality; 
d. analyze literary themes and forms in ways that reflect sensitivity to the cultural and 
historical contexts of specific primary texts; 
e. strengthen their technological and electronic skills and use them for effective learning. 
Disability Services: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact EIU's Office of Student Disability Services (581-6583} as soon 
as possible. If you need COVID-specific accommodations, please also contact SOS. In either 
case, and/or if you require assistance with any other circumstance that arises, please do 
contact me as soon as you can, so we can work out a good plan of action together. 
Tech Support: Please know that, although I want to support you as much as I can, I am not your 
best resource for technical difficulties. Certainly, let me know what you are struggling with. In 
addition to letting me know, try these: a} for problems with EIU.edu, including being able to log 
in to D2L, contact EIU User Services-you can contact them via phone at 217-581-4357, email 
at ~ort(weiu.edu, or on the web at h!!.12~EL/techsupporteiu.edu; b} for problems with D2l, 
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contact Brightspace support-you can contact them via phone (1-877-325-7778}, email, 
LiveChat, or the Brightspace Help link, all available in the bottom right-hand corner of your D2L 
homepage. Of course, if you questions about the course content or assignments, you should 
ask me. 
EIU Student Support Services: If you struggle with reading (or remembering what you read}, 
notetaking, test-taking, time management/procrastination or other aspects of academic 
success, check out EIU's Student Success Center. Call for an appointment: 217-581-6696. If 
writing (or, at least, academic writing) just isn't your superpower, take your assignment and 
drafts to EIU's Writing Center-the folks there can help you shine up your argument and polish 
your words until your essay is sharp and clear. Go to https://www.eiu.edu/writlng/ to learn 
more and/or book an appointment. If you have to confront academic anxiety, depression or 
mental health struggles, please do call EIU's Counseling Clinic for an appointment-217-581-
3413. Go to https://www.eiu.edu/counsctr/ for more information. These are all wonderful 
resources for students who need support-and your student fees have already paid for them, 
so your appointments will be no charge and, at the Counseling Clinic and Disability Services, 
completely confidential. If you feel unwell, please call EIU's Medical Clinic: 217-581-3013. 
IF YOU TEST POSITIVE FOR COVID, REGARDLESS OF WHERE YOU HAVE YOUR TEST, PLEASE 
CALL EIU'S MEDICAL CLINIC: 217-581-3013. This is campus policy. Failure to call and report 
your positive test may result in disciplinary action or removal from campus. 
COVID-19 I know you have been told a thousand times already-make this a thousand and 
one: wear a CLEAN MASK every day no matter what. If you show up to class without a mask, 
you will be instructed to leave the room, get a mask, and come back. There will be no 
exceptions to this. If you FEEL SICK, you must stay in your private space only (your room, 
apartment, or home). If you show up to class with a fever (and I'll know), unable to focus, 
unable to breathe freely (as much as possible in a mask), you will be instructed to go back to 
your private space and call Student Medical Clinic (217-581-3013} or your doctor. There will 
be no exceptions to this. When you enter the room, SANITIZE; before you leave the room, 
SANITIZE. While you are in the room, keep your mask on and stay 6 feet away from everyone 
else. This totally sucks; I know it does. But following these rules is the only way we will get to 
keep having class in-person this semester. 
Not COVID-related Please do not come to class stoned or high. I'll know (I grew up in the 
'70s}. If I can tell that you are high, I will ask you to leave class for the day. I pass no judgment 
on your leisure activities, but class is a professional space, and stoned/high people disrupt 
others' learning. 
Required texts: 
You are required to do all assigned reading for this course. Seven texts for this course were 
ordered from Textbook Rental. Some required readings will also be available only on-line or 
via D2L. 
PRIMARY TEXTS ordered for the course 
Abu-Jabar, Diana. Crescent. 2003. 
Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi. Americanah. 2013. 
Alvarez, Julia. How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents. 1991. 
Anzaldua, Gloria. Borderlands/La Frontera. 1987. 
Erdrich, Louise. LaRose. 2016. 
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Esquivel, Laura. Like Water for Chocolate. 1989. 
Okorafor, Nnedi. LaGuardia. 2019. 
Other Requirements: 
You will need regular access to a computer and the ability to use D2L. If you need help with this, 
please make an appointment with me right away. 
GRADES will be earned through the following components, each of which will be assigned 
points: 
45 pts. participation, to be earned by being in class and/or posting to discussion fora 
70 pts. learning activities, posted to D2L every other Friday (7 activities @ 10 pts. each)-
choose from the Buffet of Activities in D2L 
135 pts. book club project (may be completed in small groups or individually; I strongly 
recommend small groups} 
50 pts. final exam essay (take-home) 
This is a total possible 300 points. The course grading scale will be on a 270-point scale: 
243 points and above= A 
216-242.9 points = B 
189-215.9 points = C 
162-188.9 points= D 
161.9 points and below = F 
I understand that this is unusual. The idea is that you can skip or slack on an assignment or two 
with little penalty, if you should get overwhelmed or sick. In other words, there is a 10% 
cushion built into the grade. 
LATE POLICY: Late work is strongly discouraged. Learning activities are due every other 
Friday before midnight. The late penalty for learning activities: Saturday or Sunday 
submission = -2 points; Monday or Tuesday submission= -3 points; Wednesday or Thursday 
submission= -4 points. Beginning the next Friday, the assignment grade will be -5 points for 
each week it is late. If you are sick or have an emergency, please email me right away, so we 
can make a different plan for your grade. The Book Club Project is due Dec. 7. Please do not 
turn in this assignment late! You must be prepared to present to the class on Monday, 12/7. If 
it is your turn to present and you are not ready, your project grade will go down 10%. 
ATTENDANCE POLICY: Please do not attend class if you feel unwell or are afraid you may have 
been exposed to COVID. There is no grade penalty for missing class. 
E-mail guidelines: (NOTE: this is good advice for e-mailing all your instructors) Communication 
with your instructors, whether by e-mail, by phone, or in person, is a professional exchange. 
Please be sure to reflect this professionalism in your communication. All e-mails must have: an 
appropriate salutation ("Dear Jeannie," "Hello, Dr. Ludlow," etc.); the course info in the subject 
line (e.g. ENG3903B}; and a recognizable signature. Your e-mails should be written with 
complete words and in complete sentences ("May I schedule an appointment with you?" not 
"Can ICU?"); this is true even if you are sending the emails on your phone. Also, please note 
that I check my e-mail two or three times each school day. It often takes me one full school day 
(24 hours, M - F) to answer any e-mail message. ALL COURSE-RELATED E-MAILS SHOULD BE 
SENT ON D2L. 
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CLASSROOM BILL OF RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES-the following 
constitutes an agreement between the students and professor for 
this course. 
Everyone in this class (students, instructors, and guests) has 
the right to work in a harassment-free, hostility-free 
environment; harassment of others and explicit or deliberate 
hostility are not tolerated. 
Everyone in this class (students, instructors, and guests) has 
the right to be treated with respect and dignity at all times, 
even in the midst of heated disagreement. 
Everyone in this class (students, instructors, and guests) has 
the right to feel as safe as possible from viral transmission. 
Everyone in this class (students, instructors, and guests) has 
the responsibility to behave as a competent adult and to be 
open and polite to one another. 
Everyone in this class (students, instructors, and academic 
guests) has the responsibility to come to every class fully 
prepared to listen, to participate, to learn and to teach. 
Everyone in this class (students, instructors, and guests) has 
the responsibility to work together to create, in this class, 
an environment in which active learning, including responsible 
and respectful questioning, is encouraged. 
The professor has the responsibility to treat all students 
fairly and to evaluate students' work accurately, in terms of 
the skills that any student in this course is expected to gain. 
The professor has the responsibility to make assignment 
requirements and evaluation criteria clear. 
Students have the right to feel confident that their work is 
being evaluated on its own merits, not on the basis of the 
students' personal opinions. 
Students have the responsibility to view their professor as a 
partner in their education, not as bent on causing students 
anxiety and frustration. 
Students have the responsibility to understand that the 
professor is not primarily responsible for making students 
understand; it is students' job to study, ask questions, and 
learn. 
Students have the responsibility to keep an open mind and to try 
to comprehend what the professor and the texts are trying to 
get across to them. 
Students have the responsibility to read the assignments 
carefully, noting important ideas and rephrasing information in 
their own words. 
Students have the responsibility to work through examples in the 
assignments and in class discussions or lectures and to ask 
questions if they do not understand concepts or examples. 
Students have the responsibility to do every bit of assigned 
homework with proper attention and thought. 
Students have the responsibility to ask for help when they need 
it; help is available from the professor, from other students, 
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from the Writing Center, the Student Success Center, and from 
other resources on campus. 
Students have the responsibility to accept that their work will 
be evaluated in terms of the skills any student in this course 
is expected to gain. 
Students have the responsibility to try to integrate the 
information from this course into other courses and into other 
areas of their lives. 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: In this course, we will comply with EIU's academic integrity policy (see 
your catalog}. I have no tolerance for plagiarism or cheating. Please note that "plagiarism or 
cheating" includes (but is not limited to}: 
1. quoting from a source without fully and correctly citing that source and/or without using 
quotation marks 
2. paraphrasing from a source without fully and correctly citing that source 
3. turning in a paper with an incorrect or incomplete works cited list 
4. falsifying data 
5. turning in someone else's work as your own-this includes (but is not limited to} 
a. copying another's work from a quiz or assignment 
b. turning in work that someone else wrote 
c. using on-line or hard copy paper mills 
6. turning in your own work that was written for another course, without prior permission 
from both professors. 
Violations of EIU's academic integrity policy will result in an automatic failing grade in this 
course and notification of the Office of Student Standards. For more information, see 
www.eiu.edu/judicial. In this class, all bibliographies/works cited listings must conform to 
MLA guidelines, 8th edition (2016}. Please be sure to check Purdue OWL or MLA online to make 
sure you are doing it correctly. If you need help with it, ask me! (I will look it up on Purdue OWL 
and help you-I don't have it memorized, either.} 
WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 
All writing for grade will be completed outside of class and should be typed, double-spaced, 
in a standard font, with your name and page numbers on every page, and submitted via D2L. 
No paper copies; if you are having problems with D2L, tell me, and seek technical help. 
When you submit work via D2L, please be sure that all parts of the assignment are in one 
document, whenever possible; never submit the Works Cited as a separate document. 
Important: please remember that bibliographies/works cited listings in MLA are 
alphabetized by authors' last names. All bibliographies/works cited listings must conform to 
MLA guidelines, 8th edition (2016). 
LEARNING ACTIVITIES-use the "Assignment Buffet" in D2L to choose your activities 
DUE: every other Friday before midnight. Of course, you may submit these earlier in the 
week, too. You will complete a total of 7 learning activities, one due each Friday of weeks 2, 4, 
6, 8, 10, 12, and one due on the Friday of week 15. These learning activities are the equivalent 
of reading quizzes/in-class writings+ response papers, in a traditional, fully face-to-face 
course. Therefore, each activity should demonstrate that you are a. completing your reading 
assignments; and b. challenging yourself to learn new ideas through the texts we read; and c. 
relating what you have learned to your own life, culture/community/society, and/or other 
texts you have read. At the end of each activity, please include any questions you have about 
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the texts and a works cited list of the texts you referenced in your assignment. If you did not 
reference any texts, your assignment does not pass. 
BOOK CLUB PROJECT-this is the final research/writing project for this class 
DUE: Monday, Dec. 7, 2020; 10% late penalty. You may complete this assignment in small 
groups or individually (I strongly recommend small groups}. You will be assigned a novel 
(either Abu-Jaber's Crescent or Adichie's Americanah or Castillo's So Far From God} which you 
will read and for which you will create a series of scaffolding and engagement materials. Your 
materials will be presented to the class after Thanksgiving break (caution: be prepared to 
present remotely, just in case that becomes necessary}. You have a lot of choice regarding 
what you create. You might choose to make a website, or a video, or a lesson plan, or a 
written reader's guide, or a set of flash cards/learning cards, or something else-the format is 
completely up to you and your group (if you work together}. You must include: a clear and 
engaging plot summary; an explanation of chapter 6 of Gloria Anzaldua's Borderlands/La 
Frontera and how it relates to the novel; biographical information about the author; at least 
two maps relevant to the story, which you have annotated to show important places in the 
plot or in the author's life; at least one interactive activity (a learning game would be 
wonderful, for example-Google for good models of learning games}; and a glossary of 
vocabulary words. As you can see, this is not a do-it-overnight kind of assignment. You 
probably need to start reading this novel around midterm, read the Anzaldua chapter a 
couple of times (and ask questions about it!}, give yourself time to process these texts and do 
your background research, and then plan your project. This project is worth half of the 
required points for this class, so do not skimp on it. At the same time, I have tried to give you 
as much freedom as possible to be creative and have fun with it. 
FINAL EXAM ESSAY-take-home exam 
DUE: Thu., 12/17, at 4:45 pm to D2L 
Essay prompt will be distributed Dec. 3, 2020. 
EXTRA CREDIT OPPORTUNITY 
Any student who posts their in-class discussion notes in the appropriate discussion board 
(labeled "Notes, Week X" where X = the week number} before midnight on Sunday 
immediately following that week can earn up to 2 points extra credit for that week (2 points 
for clear, accurate, readable notes; fewer points for notes that are confused, disorganized, 
etc. 0 points for notes others cannot read or understand}. You may post your notes by: a. 
typing them up; b. scanning them; or c. taking a photo of them with your phone and posting 
it. Remember, if we can't read your notes, you will not earn any extra credit for them. 
TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDENTS: Students seeking Teacher Certification in English 
Language Arts should provide me with a copy of the yellow "Application for English Department 
Approval to Student Teach" before the end of the semester. I believe Dr. Ames will make this 
form available to you electronically. Please do fill out the top part before you send it to me. 
WOMEN, LITERATURE, AND LANGUAGE, POST-1800: CROSSING BORDERS, WRITING LIVES 
ENG 39038 sect. 001, CRN 96456 
3-4:15 p.m. MW in Coleman 3150 
Dr. Jeannie Ludlow 
Fall,2020 
Course outline (note: schedule details are shared within D2L modules) 
Weeks 1-4 Module One: Ourselves, Our Texts 
Readings: syllabus; Cisneros, "'Mericans"; Rich, "Claiming an Education"; Freire models 
summary; hooks, "Integrity"; Anzaldua chpt. 1; Harjo poetry 
Assignments: ungraded intro blog; learning activities 1 and 2 
Weeks 5-7 Module Two: Resistance 
Readings: Alvarez, How the Garcia Girls Lost their Accents; Anzaldua chpt. 2; Hopkinson 
"Earthhound"; poetry by Asghar and Cisneros 
Assignments: learning activity 3 
Weeks 8-10 Module Three: Multiple Consciousness and lntersectionality 
Readings: Esquivel, Like Water for Chocolate; Valdes, "Verbal and Visual Representation of 
Women"; Anzaldua chpt. 4; poetry by Black Latinx/a writers 
Assignments: learning activities 4 and 5 
Weeks 11-13 Module Four: Hybridity and Fluid Boundaries 
Readings: Henriquez, "Everything is Far From Here"; Machado, "The Husband Stitch"; 
Anzaldua chpt. 5; Erdrich, LaRose 
Assignments: learning activity 6 
Week 14 November Holiday Break 
Weeks 15-17 Module Five: The Power of Stories 
Readings: Anzaldua chpt. 6; Okorafor, LaGuardia 
Assignment: learning activity 7; Book Club Project (final research project) 
Week 18 Final Exam 
Final Exam essay (to be completed remotely) 
